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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information or photos contact:  Michelle Singer (503) 418-2199

Indian Country’s First National Native Resource Center Established For Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services at Oregon Health & Science University

One Sky Center, funded by a cooperative agreement with the Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration with its Center for Substance Abuse Prevention and Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, is the first National Resource Center for American Indians and Alaska Natives dedicated to improving prevention and treatment of substance abuse and mental health.  The One Sky Center located at Oregon Health & Science University in Portland, Oregon was created in 2003.  R. Dale Walker, MD is the Director of the One Sky Center.  Dr. Walker is a Cherokee psychiatrist with qualifications and 25 years’ experience in the addictions field.

The One Sky Center mission includes assessing communities’ needs and strengths, developing strategic plans, both in culturally appropriate ways.  One Sky Center helps to identify the numerous strengths communities have to face challenges including the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, and availability of mental health services. One Sky Center helps identify support and technical assistance from external sources to make changes happen.

The goal of the One Sky Center is to improve prevention and treatment of substance abuse among native people.  The objectives of the One Sky Center include (a) identifying culturally appropriate best practices in prevention science and treatment services designed for American Indians and Alaska Natives, (b) facilitating the implementation of evidence-based preventive programs and care systems for native people, (c) providing continuing education in substance abuse prevention and treatment so as to enhance the capabilities of educators and clinicians serving American Indian and Alaska Natives, and (d) recruiting native youth into education and health care training programs aimed at prevention and treatment of chemical dependency among American Indians and Alaska Natives. 

These goals and objectives continue to be informed by advice from a nation-wide Council of Stakeholders representing consumers, families, educators, clinicians, youth, elders, spiritual leaders, healers, and tribal governments.  A National Committee representing tribal governments, educators, clinicians, the Indian Health Service, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Addiction Technology Transfer Centers, and the Centers for the Application Prevention Technology oversees the Center.  The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is a key partner.  All these participants now sit on One Sky’s National Steering Committee.  

The One Sky Center’s reach is extended by consultants and subcontractors located throughout the country including the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, the National Indian Youth Leadership Project, United American Indian Involvement, Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board, Jack Brown Treatment Center, Cook Inlet Tribal Council, and Na’ nizhoozhi Center.  In addition to conferences, workshops, and coalitions, distance learning technology is used to facilitate technology transfer, technical assistance, and consultation. 

For more information about the One Sky Center visit www.oneskycenter.org or contact 503-494-3703. 
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Oregon Health & Science University    3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Road, GH 151, Portland, Oregon 97239
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